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     Dust-OffÈ is a brand of 
compressed air cleaner used most 
commonly to clean computer 
components.  Unlike conventional 
dusting or vacuuming, Dust-
OffÈôs quick burst of air will blow 
away most contaminants from a 
surface without damaging delicate 
components.
     Falcon, the maker of Dust-
OffÈ and other products that use 
compressed air, places a warning 
label on all its products that says, 
ñInhalant abuse is illegal and 
can cause permanent injury or 
be fatal.  Please use our product 
responsibly.ò
     However, on Mar. 2, 2005, Kyle 
Williamsô parents found their 14 
year old son dead in his bedroom 
with a can of Dust-OffÈ in his 
hands.
     Jeff Williams, Kyleôs father, is 
an ofýcer with the East Cleveland 
Police Department, a city known 
for its high crime rates.  Shortly 
after the death of his son, Williams 
wrote a post on a message board 
that he had visited for support and 
encouragement.  His message, 
after a more detailed revision, was 
posted on other message boards 
and now circulates through e-mails 
as well.
     Williams said he took comfort 
in the fact that he had Thor, 
a retired police K-9 who was 
certiýed in drugs and general duty.  
He and his wife also talked to their 

kids about drug abuse.
     ñMy wife asks all our kids at 
least once a week if they used any 
drugs.  Makes them promise they 
wonôt,ò he wrote.
     Unfortunately, Kyle, like 
young people, had found a new 
way of getting high without the 
risks of getting caught with illegal 
substances.  A friend introduced 
ñdustingò to Kyle, a form of 
inhalant abuse similar to ñhufýng.ò  
The American Academy of 
Pediatrics says that inhalant abuse 
usually peaks at ages 14 or 15, with 
users starting as early at six to eight 
years old.  Use usually dies away 
by age 19.
     He was told it was just 
compressed air; it wouldnôt be 
dangerous.
     However, itôs perhaps more 
dangerous than illegal drugs.  
Cleaners like Dust-OffÈ contain 
diþuoroethane, a propellant that 
makes the air in the can heavy.  
Dusting ýlls the lungs and restricts 
good air from entering.  It makes 
the user feel dizzy because of the 
decreased oxygen to the brain.
     Itôs dangerous because unlike 
overdosing, which occurs at a 
certain level, dusting can kill with 
any amount.  The lack of oxygen 
can cause brain and heart to shut 
down.  In short, the user suffocates 
without knowing it.  And about 
22 percent of inhalant abusers die 
upon ýrst use.
     Kyleôs eyes were still open 
and he still had the straw from the 
can in his mouth when his mother 
found him dead.
     ñI thought we were safe because 
of Thor.  I thought we were safe 
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